
 

Greenland-France : 
Let’s prepare the future together! 

 
May 28th 2010 

 

 
 
Location: Katuaq, Cultural Centre of Greenland (Imaneq 21 3900 Nuuk; � +299.363.770) 
 
Political dialogue: 
The purpose of this open dialogue is to assess and enhance the content of the political and cultural 
cooperation between France and Greenland, with a European perspective. There will be 3 sessions with 
a panel of invited speakers. Greenlandic and European speakers will deliver introduction talks on three 
selected themes (see below), each of them being followed by a discussion between the panel and with 
the audience. This conference is open to the media and the public. The conference will be followed by 
a French tasting in the hall of Katuaq. The conference will be held in English, with a possible 
translation of questions (to be confirmed). 
 
Moderator: Uffe Jakobsen, Vice rector, Ilimarfik, (to be confirmed).  
 
Provisional programme: 
 

15.00-15.20 Welcome and introduction by the Director of katuaq, Julia Pars, the Prime Minister 
of Greenland, Kuupik Kleist and the Ambassador of France to Denmark, H.E. Ms. 
Bérengère Quincy. 
 

Session 1 
 
 
 
 
15.20-15.30 
 
 
15.30-15.40 
 
 
 
15.40-15.50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15.50-16.10 

Greenland and France, mutual imaginaries and visions  
(Topics: science & interest for the poles; cultural diversity, languages, cultures, 
populations, ways of life; overseas territories; tourism; bilateral cooperation on science, 
training and knowledge) 
 
Henriette Rasmussen, journalist and former Minister for Culture, Education, 
Research and Church Affairs, Greenland 
 
Jean-Michel Huctin, PhD student in arctic anthropology, Co-author and producer of 
the first French-Greenlandic motion picture "Le voyage d'Inuk" ("Inuk" in Greenland) 
Title: 175 years of the Greenland-France relationship: between imaginary and vision  
 
Pierre Taverniers, member of the Inuksuk association, Title: Inuit Inaat - the Espace 
Culturel inuit of Paris, an example for promotion and dissemination of Inuit culture in France. 
Abstract: The Inuksuk Association (Paris, France) opened the Inuit Inaat (Inuit 
Cultural Centre) in Paris six years ago. The association established strong links with the 
Inuit people from Greenland and Canada since 15 years. Its main goal is to make Inuit 
people and culture better known in France. It proposes exhibitions of pictures and art, 
conferences, a centre of documentation with books, press articles, audio documents, 
Inuit language textbooks, etc. It also welcomes temporary exhibitions of Inuit artists, 
concerts and workshops. 
 
Panel discussion and debate with the audience 
 

Session 2 
 
 

Greenland and EU 
(Topics: Greenland and EU relations; Universities & Erasmus, EEA and the Arctic) 
 



16.10-16.20 
 
16.20-16.30 
 
16.30-16.40  
 
16.40-17.00 

H.E. Ms. Bérengère Quincy, Ambassador of France to Denmark 
 
Inuteq Holm Olsen, Deputy Minister, Department of Foreign Affairs, Greenland  
 
Klaus Brähming, CDU/CSU German MP, President of the Tourism Commission in 
the Bundestag 
 
Panel discussion and debate with the audience 

Session 3 
 
 
 
17.00-17.10 
 
17.10-17.20 
 
17.20-17.40 
 

The Arctic 
(Topics: Climate change and new challenges; governance; fisheries; scientific research; 
environment; search and rescue) 
 
Nikolaj Bock, European Environment Agency, State of the Arctic environment  
 
Jens B. Frederiksen (to be confirmed) 
 
Panel discussion and debate with the audience 
 

17.40-17.45 Closing remarks. 
 

17.45-19.00 French food & wine tasting in the Hall of Katuaq 
 
 

 
 
Contact: Damien Tresallet, Ilisimatusarfik, datr@ks.uni.gl, (� +299.362.412) 
 
 
 


