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« THE EUROPEAN PERSPECTIVE & STRATEGY ON THE 

INTERNET OF THE FUTURE » 

 

 

 

 

As noted in the European Presidency Conference on the Internet of Things in Nice, in the last years 

we've seen how the Internet developments, and mobile Internet especially has been increasingly present 

in the lives of the citizens. The « Internet of Things » and its application in our cities are the next steps 

and they are not part of a remote future. Mobile Internet technologies are now the first stage of the 

Internet of Things. Those technologies are a key driver behind the growth of the sector, especially in 

Europe with more than 100 millions 3G high speed phone users and more than 550 millions GSM 

mobile phone users. Europe can and will play a crucial role in this development. This means the services 

we can deploy on mobile phones, and using geopositioning systems will soon be linked to Radio 

Frequency Identity (RFID) system.  

 

All the objects in our daily lives will soon be equipped with RFID chips. Those chips will replace the 

currently existing barcodes and they will be connected to information stored on the Internet. The 

Internet will then have information about products and goods. How they were manufactured, inspected 

and distributed. In this new development, technologies related to mobile Internet and radio frequency 

identification will lead to new services, useful for all european citizens. This can be a market of several 

hundred millions of users. 

 

These technologies will allow the creation of new services in virtually ever sectors. In the very sensitive 

issues of energy management and transport they will offer a better way of managing traffic flows and use 

energy more efficiently. These new technologies will also lead to the creation of lighter, more efficient 

consumer goods as well. Thanks to these technologies, we will be able to build the sustainable but also 

the intelligent cities of the future. In those aspects, the experiences currently lead here by Asian countries 

like Korea and Japan will be studied closely by European countries. 

 

One important specificity of the Internet of things is a much closer interactions with the local level in the 

field, much more than the Internet of machines. This system will then create new jobs. Jobs which will be 

founded upon local expertise. Up until now, for obvious reasons, Internet services were created mainly 
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for the personal computers and 98% of the receivers of the services were machines.  

 

New developments will be targeted at mobile devices, like phones. And today, we have about 1.4 to 1.5 

billion Internet users around the world, but more than 3.5 billion users of mobile phones. If just some of 

these mobile phone users migrate to Internet in the next years, we can see the Internet users doubling or 

tripling in the next few years. It is through these new tools that we have more sophisticated connections, 

thanks in particular to geopositioning systems, geo tagging system, and for Europe the Galileo satellite 

constellation will be a key element for that. And we will also be able to use RFID as well with new 

devices and services. 

 

This development of Internet which is evolving into the Internet of things, is going to have major 

economic cultural and social consequences, but it will also have political consequences. Europe has a key 

assets, which relies it to be one of the key players in the Internet of the future. As well as mobile telecoms 

market. Europe also has a cultural and scientific heritage, unique in the world. The combination of the 

resources will be one of the foundations of the development of the European Internet of things. New 

high added value services will be created and they will be central to the information economy. We have to 

create a European ecosystem for the technologies of the Internet of things. 

 

But an important element about the large use of RFID, as we have seen in Europe, is the debate on 

privacy issues. In the past few months an opposition between RFID and protection of privacy has been 

raised. But this debate should be a thing of the past very soon. The reality is that protecting privacy will 

be key to economic development of this sector. If this weren't the case, the european users would « vote 

with their clicks », or would abstain and refuse to enter into an overly intrusive system. The users want to 

have control, they want to be able to deactivate these devices, with a new generation of chips that give 

users control. The right to the « silence of the chips » will be key for developing an Internet of the future 

for all the citizens. We have to evolve to create a system in line with the values of the European 

continent, that is prerequisite for this market to develop. 

 

Thanks to the Internet of things we will have link to local level. If we are able to have tools to manage 

energy, to give warning, as in Asia with a lot of devices with RFID devices and sensors, for example for 

notifying earthquakes. These technologies will be weaved in the daily lives of the citizens. We can't yet 

imagine how this will happen. It begins to emerge. Only recently RFID has come out of logistics. We 

only had RFID in a specific field. Now as RFID and Internet meet (and mobile Internet as well), we have 

new conditions for developing this sector. And the stakeholders must take up this development. This 

entire development, not only RFID or Internet, but the whole technology field, will change. We will see 
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these changes in the next years. Interoperability, Openness and Neutrality of the network must be 

remembered. Nothing says that the founding principles of the Internet have to change, because the 

platforms will change. On the contrary, these principles must remain the foundation of democratic 

development of the Internet. 

 

To conclude, we Europeans have a very large opportunity in this field. We can create services that will be 

used by the citizens of the EU, but also by all citizens interested in visiting or discovering Europe. This 

puts us in a unique position. That’s why we are now working in order to have an Internet of things that 

will be a reality for all European citizens. 

 

 


